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Huna Totem Corporation shareholders re-
elected Will Davis and Ernest Jack, and elected 
Theresa Belton to the board of directors at the 
corporation’s 44th annual meeting in Hoonah. 
Their board terms expire in 2021. 

Officers elected at a reorganizational board 
meeting following the annual meeting were: 
Edward Davis, board chair; Anthony Lindoff, 
vice chair; and Ozzie Sheakley, secretary.

Introducing Director Theresa Belton 
Huna Totem would like to welcome newly 
elected board member Theresa Belton. 
Belton began her career as an accountant at 
Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian 
Tribes of Alaska in Juneau, Alaska, in 2002. 
She has served as Central Council’s chief 
financial officer (CFO) since 2012. As CFO, 
Belton manages finance personnel, the overall 
fiscal management of the tribe and general 
fund budget, financial reporting and the 
annual audit. In addition, she develops and 
negotiates the tribe’s indirect cost proposal 
and oversees the application of indirect costs, 
internal budgeting and accounting procedures. 
Belton has a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from the University of Alaska 
Southeast and a master’s degree in accounting 
from Saint Joseph’s College.  

Belton was born in Anchorage, Alaska, 
and raised in Hoonah. She is the daughter 
of James and Mary Erickson and Mona 
Brown of Hoonah, and resides in Juneau 
with her husband David Belton. Her Tlingit 
name is Ghals’int and she is an Eagle of the 
Chookaneidí Clan.

“I am truly honored to be elected by the 
shareholders and I’m very excited to put my 
accounting and financial experience to work 
for Huna Totem Corporation as the newest 
director,” said Belton. “I am dedicated to  
doing what is in the best interest of the 
shareholders and using practical and 
reasonable business judgment in that 
endeavor. Gunalchéesh to the shareholders for 
your support and to the other candidates who 
came forward and offered to serve.”

Shareholders Elect Directors at 44th Annual Meeting

Huna Totem Transfers Deed to ANB and ANS
In 2012, Huna Totem was asked by the 
Alaska Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native 
Sisterhood to intervene on their behalf to 
save their hall from foreclosure by the Internal 
Revenue Service. The hall was in disrepair 
and deemed unsafe for use by the fire 
marshal. Huna Totem agreed and successfully 
negotiated a settlement with the IRS to avoid 
the foreclosure. Through this intervention, 
Huna Totem held the deed to the ANB and 
ANS hall.

After the hall was out of jeopardy, Huna Totem 
worked with ANB, ANS and the Hoonah Tlingit 
and Haida Community Council to establish 
a new entity to revitalize and restore the 
building. Through this partnership and a grant 
from the Foraker Group, a new design was 
established that would keep the integrity of 

the building while also making 
it safe for community use.

Since then, the Huna Totem 
board granted a request by 
ANB and ANS that the hall 
deed return to their institution 
so they could proceed with 
restoration under their own 
management and direction. On 
May 16, 2018, CEO Russell Dick 
signed the deed back over to 
ANB and ANS.

We wish them luck and can’t 
wait to see the ANB and ANS 
hall restored to its former glory!

Tina Martin, Sam Willard Sr., Bob Hughes, Bill 
Wilson, Fred Bennett, Anthony Lindoff, 
Russell Dick, Mary Rudolph, Adrien Lee, 
Heather Powell, Phyllis Grant

HUNA TOTEM

HEADLINES
69.97% of shareholders 
voted in-person or  
by proxy

Theresa Belton 44,879

Will Davis 31,653

Ernest Jack 30,638

Harold Houston 28,576

Jodi Wise 24,990

Dennis Gray Jr. 8,756

Write-in & Other 4,547

Quorum 6,414

Theresa Belton Will Davis Ernest Jack
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Shareholders Settlement Trust — Continuing the Dialog  
A Letter from the Board Chair and the President and CEO

In the last issue 
of the Huna 
Totem Headlines 
shareholder 
newsletter, we 
reported good 
news on positive 
performance of 
the Shareholders 
Settlement Trust, 
and announced yet 
another distribution 
declared by the 
trustees. We are 
approaching 
25 years since 
shareholders voted 
to establish the 
trust. It is gratifying 
the trust is working 
as designed — 
it continues to 
contribute to 
stable and growing 

dividends, $54.4 million since inception, 
and has the potential to positively impact 
unit holders for years to come.

The Shareholders Settlement Trust board 
of trustees are mandated to conduct a 
review of the trust, solicit feedback from 
you, the owners of the trust, and provide 
for policy updates and reaffirmation 

for sustaining the trust by vote of the 
trust unit holders. Huna Totem’s board, 
management and the trustees are 
beginning that review and affirmation 
process over the next several months and 
it will culminate in October 2019 with a 
unit-holder vote.

The trust was designed so it could 
provide benefits for generations to come, 
recognizing that periodic review and 
affirmation of unit holders would ensure 
the trust was adapting to the economic 
landscape and priorities of current unit 
holders. This is where you come in! 
Throughout 2018 we will publish general 
details about the fund and in early 2019 
you will start to receive information 
regarding the trust review process. We 
will mail a postcard announcing a series 
of informational meetings in communities 
where the largest concentration of 
shareholders and trust unit holders  
reside. The trustees will present the 
history of the trust, its performance 
milestones and inner workings of 
managing the trust long-term. Most 
importantly, the trustee’s objective is to 
hear from you, to answer questions and 
entertain ideas and concerns.

Following the meetings, the trustees will 
compile and publish a comprehensive list 

of the questions and answers addressed, 
along with supporting historic, policy 
and investment-strategy information to 
the entire unit-holder base in a series 
of newsletters. About this time next 
year, you will receive voting instructions, 
resolutions, trustee recommendations 
and a ballot. 

We are 15 months away from when 
the ballots will be counted and 
results reported to unit holders but 
it is important we maintain a dialog 
about the trust. How we evaluate 
the trust’s performance and improve 
upon its structure could provide even 
greater benefit to today’s owners and 
future generations. Please, as you 
see information regarding the trust 
in the coming year, take pause and 
participate in this important process. Your 
engagement, voice and support are vital 
to maintain the integrity of one of our 
greatest assets.

Gunalchéesh!

Edward Davis 
Board Chair

Russell Dick 
President & CEO

Summer Interns Tour Operations at  
Icy Strait Point 
Huna Totem worked with Goldbelt and 
Sealaska to bring their interns to Icy Strait 
Point to learn about visitor operations 
and experience the business and cultural 
sides of our subsidiary. 

Our sister corporations also have 
subsidiaries that focus on the tourism 
industry and this day provides an 

informative overview on how Huna 
Totem successfully operates the only 
private, Native-owned cruise ship port  
in Alaska. 

Interns rode the ZipRider, the world’s 
longest zip line, and received a tour of 
the facilities accompanied by a history 
lesson from director of special operations, 

Johan Dybdahl. It 
was a day full of 
new experiences for 
our interns as they 
participated in team 
building activities 
and had the chance 
to explore Icy Strait 
Point and Hoonah. 

 

Edward Davis
Board Chair

Huna Totem was 
pleased to work 
with college intern 
and shareholder 
descendant Katelynn 
Drake, for the 2018 
summer internship 
— her second 
internship with Huna 

Totem. Katelynn’s family is from Hoonah. 
Her Tlingit name is Kaasteen, given to 
her from her great-great grandmother, 
Amy Marvin. She is of the Chookaneidi 
Clan, Eagle/Bear. Katelynn is currently 
attending Washington State University 
where she is an English major, with an 
emphasis in creative writing. While she 
works toward her degree, Katelynn is 
also pursuing an editing and publishing 
certificate. After graduation, she plans on 
working in the publishing industry. It was 
wonderful having Katelynn back at Huna 
Totem and we wish her the best! 

Russell Dick
President & CEO
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ISP’s Neighbor’s Day Celebrates Fathers Everywhere  
Icy Strait Point hosted a fantastic 
Neighbor’s Day on June 17. Our guests 
had a wonderful time exploring all that 
Hoonah has to offer as they celebrated 
with their families for Father’s Day. It was 
an incredible day filled with amazing 
food, great people and terrible Dad jokes! 
There was no shortage of fun to be had 
this year as people braved the world’s 
longest ZipRider, found adventure on the 
water, rode ATVs through the mountains 

or were regaled with Tlingit tales 
told from captivating storytellers. 

Every year, Icy Strait Point staff 
creates something special that 
never ceases to fill visitors with a 
sense of pride in our community 
and culture.

Gunalchéesh to all the staff who made this day possible, all the 
fathers who celebrated their day with us and everyone who 
came out and made it a Neighbor’s Day to remember!

Duain and Amari 
White shared 
Father’s Day at ISP.

ISP Welcomes the Norwegian Bliss to Port
We have exciting things to look forward to as Icy Strait Point 
welcomes the Norwegian Bliss to its port. With a 4,004-guest 
capacity, the Norwegian Bliss sets a new milestone as the 
largest cruise ship to visit Hoonah. 

Renowned marine artist Robert Wyland was the creative mind 
behind the gorgeous whale mural adorning the side of the 
Norwegian Bliss. Wyland has built his career upon his ability to 
paint life-size murals of sea life. 

Icy Strait Point Vice President of Operations Tyler Hickman and 
CEO Russell Dick were able to escort Wyland around Icy Strait 
Point. They hosted his team and gave Wyland a tour of the 
facilities. For the first time Wyland even got to experience the 
thrill of going on the world’s longest ZipRider.

“I can’t wait to come back, I want to spend 
a week here. You guys are awesome, the 
best whale watch on the planet,” said 
Wyland. “I’m proud of you guys. Thanks 
for taking care of me and my team. I’m 
going to paint all of this!”

Tyler Hickman and 
Robert Wyland

Alaska Native Voices would like to honor our way of life 
(Haa Kusti) by acknowledging the inspiring leadership of the 
cultural heritage guides working with us this season. Each 
year guides take on the important role of representing our 
Native communities as they provide cultural interpretation and 
diligently provide meaningful, educational, thoughtful and 
impactful messaging that respectfully represents Haa Kusti.

“This journey that you have all embarked upon is an admirable 
one. The work that you do and the messaging that you provide 
is important,” said Mario Fulmer, Alaska Native Voices visitor 
programs manager, to this season’s guides. “Your words 
and deeds have the power to inspire thoughtful actions and 
considerate changes: locally, nationally and globally. Your 
inspiring leadership and unbending cultural integrity help all of 
us have a greater understanding of place. Your efforts don’t go 
unnoticed and are appreciated every day. Gunalchéesh!”

2018 cultural heritage guides: Mary Jack, Joe Valle, Gary Brown 
Sr, Kari Ames, Alice Haldane, Kevin Skeek, Rachel Moreno, 
Janae Parker and Michael Chilton. 

Cultural Heritage Guides Provide  
Inspiring Leadership

“It’s like a man walking up along the river with a gaff hook. He lets his gaff 
hook adrift over a salmon swimming at the edge of the river, and when he 
hooks it, the salmon way over there, becomes one with him. This is the way 
public speaking is. Even speech delivered at a distance becomes one with 
somebody else.”
Tlingit Traditions | Chapter 6 | Southside Totems | Spotify, 2009 (minute 3:08)
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Celebration 2018! 
We were very excited to participate in this year’s Celebration, 
and wish to thank all the people who worked so hard to 
represent Hoonah at the event. Many of our Huna Totem and 
subsidiary staff performed at Celebration and it was extremely 
gratifying to witness their contributions to preserving our 
culture. It is important for us to stay connected to our heritage 
and every Celebration reminds us of what a proud culture and 
heritage we are descended from and how rich our history is. 
Our values live on in every dance, song and story told. 

From the traditional welcoming of the canoes to the pounding 
drums of the grand exit, one thing was made abundantly clear: 
our culture is thriving and instills hope that our traditions will 
perpetuate for generations.

Memorial Day 
Huna Heritage 
Foundation has 
been busy this year 
and was pleased 
to provide free 
boat transportation 

to Graveyard Island on Memorial Day. 
Follow Huna Heritage on Facebook or 
visit hunaheritage.org to learn about 
blueberry picking opportunities  
in August. 

Informational Meeting 

Board of Trustees 

Once again, Huna Heritage Foundation 
executive director, Amelia Wilson, 
prepared an inspiring presentation for 
the Shareholder Information Meeting. 
Wilson honored Hoonah veterans with 
a slideshow that 
gave recognition 
and thanks to those 
who have served. 
The presentation 
was so moving that 
it received a standing 
ovation from  
our shareholders. 

Huna Totem would 
like to offer our 
deepest gratitude 
for those who have 
bravely defended our 
country. If you know 
someone who has 

served in the military and would like their 
story archived, please contact our library 
and archive coordinator, Brett Dillingham, 
at 907.789.8581.

We would also like to highlight Huna 
Heritage’s newest board trustees, Angela 
Michaud and Valarie Veler. Huna Totem 
and Huna Heritage are pleased to 
congratulate these new leaders on their 
new appointments!

Angela Michaud Valarie Veler

Did you know that Huna Totem shareholders and descendants 
can apply for college and vocational scholarships? To learn more 
about eligibility requirements, please visit hunaheritage.org or 
email amelia.wilson@hunaheritage.com.
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2018 Shareholder Information Meeting Highlights
Gunalchéesh to everyone who attended 
our 2018 Shareholder Information 
Meeting! We appreciate your presence 
and look forward to your continued 

engagement in our 
corporation. If you 
were unable to make 
it this year, here are 
the highlights of the 
meeting:

• Board Chair 
Edward Davis 

opened the meeting with a prayer from 
shareholder Bill Wilson.

• CEO/President Russell Dick introduced 
the board and management staff.

• Alaska Native 
Voices managers, 
Mario Fulmer and 
Lee Vale, gave a 
season outlook 
report on the 
cultural heritage 
guide program.

• Icy Strait Point Vice President of 
Operations Tyler Hickman presented on 
new tours, the season outlook, J-dock 
addition and benefits of working for Icy 
Strait Point. Hickman also highlighted 
shareholder Jessie Dybdahl and 
recognized her receipt of the Walter 
Soboleff Award during Gold Medal 2018.

• Lunch was served by Icy Strait Point 
staff and then CEO/President Russell Dick 
presented the 2017 financial overview.

• Board Chair Edward Davis recognized 
former board member Ernest Hillman 
Jr., and then shareholders shared a 
moment of silence to honor Ernie and all 
shareholders who have walked into  
the forest. 

• Huna Heritage Foundation Executive 
Director Amelia Wilson introduced two 
new trustees: Angela Michaud and 
Valarie Veler. Wilson then presented  
a photo slide show from the Huna 
Heritage digital archives recognizing 
Hoonah veterans. 

• Shareholder Relations Manager Katelyn 
Savland and college intern Katelynn 
Drake announced the door prize winners 
for shareholders who were present at  
the meeting.

• Board Chair Edward Davis allowed 
each independent candidate and board 
slate nominee to speak and address 
their platform, followed by shareholder 
question and answer segment. 

Bill Wilson

Mario Fulmer

Tyler Hickman explains the benefits of 
working at Icy Strait Point

Michael Anderson

Kami Barros

Roberta Bennett

Victoria Bennett

Eva Bradley

Marlene Cesar

Jeffrey Davis

Barbara Denney

Lois Deyo

Cavan Dick

Russell Dick

Tevin Dick

Jessie Dybdahl

Johan Dybdahl

Mitchell Glover

Anita Haube

Pauline Hinchman

Ernest Jack

Aaron Johnmeyer

Cheryl Klein

Diana Kodad

Anthony Lindoff

Charles Lindoff

Royce Mattson

Roger McKinley

Lydia Mills

Theresa Patterson

Marjorie Peterson

Michelle Pytel

Beverly Russell

David Russell-
Jensen

Christina Sabin

Trianna Salo

Christopher 
Sargent

Genevieve Schmidt

Thomas See

Phillip Sharclane

Donald Starbard

Mary Stewart

Steven Stivers

Stuart Stivers

Tecumseh Strong

William Usry

Valarie Veler

William Veler

Vernon Williams

Amelia Wilson

William Wilson

Robert Wolfe

Lillian Worl

Faleene Worrell

Marilyn Wyckoff

Darrell Brown 
Juneau, AK

Jaqueline Dick 
Hoonah, AK

Genevieve 
Knudson 
Juneau, AK

Johan Dybdahl 
Juneau, AK

Ladonna Dybdahl 
Hoonah, AK

Jessie Dybdahl 
Hoonah, AK

Bertina Johnson 
Hoonah, AK

Jennifer Brown 
Sitka, AK

Lowell Halverson 
Arlington, WA

June Haught 
Tunnelton, WV

Gerald Gray III 
Metlakatla, AK

Magna Carteeti 
Anchorage, AK

Shawna Howland 
Hoonah, AK

Alice Charles 
Anchorage, AK

Daniel Miyasato Jr. 
Juneau, AK

Laura Mills 
Hoonah, AK

Margery Knudson 
Anchorage, AK

Travis Dybdahl 
Juneau, AK

Dennis Lindoff 
Gresham, OR

Chad Sherman Sr. 
Concrete, WA

Thank you to 
the following for 
donating their 
voter incentive 

to Huna Heritage 
Foundation!  

2018 Annual Meeting Early Bird  
Prize Winners

2018 Annual Meeting Voter  
Prize Winners
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Please submit your shareholder 
news, stories and events, with an 

accompanying high resolution photo 
via email to  

ksavland@hunatotem.com

Save the date!
If you missed the last 
Neighbor’s Day and 
want to join the fun, 
or were there and 
just can’t get enough, 
please join us on our 
next Neighbor’s Day 
on August 19. The 
August Neighbor’s Day 
also coincides with the 
J’eet’s Challenge run! To 
purchase tickets, please 
visit icystraitpoint.com/
tour/neighbors-day. 
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